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Khrushchev ?2 


MPHERE is nothing like a full-scale 

‘crisis to demonstrate the inherent 
stupidity of militarism. The East 
German régime is near to tottering, its 
economy severely damaged, its people 
flecing by the thousand, its skilled and 
professional people drastically reduced 
in number, Khrushchev is having real 


OS 


f 


difficulty in patching up this weakest 
part of his totalitarian sphere of influ- 
ence. Clearly it would not take much 
more there to bring about massive dis- 
illusion and non-co-operation with the 
Ulbricht-Khrushchev régime. 

But what do East Germany’s military 
enemies do? They press on with their 


Be 


Two who didnt get away: an elderly East Berlin couple are escorted from the barbed wire barrier by a 
soidier of the Kast German “ People’s Army” after attempting to cross into West Berlin last Sunday morning. 
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Don’t laugh just now but... 


fol EVEN of the first group of voluntecrs 
? : President 
have been dropped from Presiden 
Kennedy's Peace Corps; five of them for 
medical reasons, one for academic failure, 
aud one for falsifying his application. 


Mr. Sargent Shriver, Corps director, told 
Congress on August UE that anly 100 of the 
450 voluntcers picked so far had been in 


training long enough to be judged on their 
liiness tor the overseas aid programme. 


Mr. Shriver declined to agree to a sug- 
gestion from Representative Zablocki, of 
Wisconsin, that one trainee should be dis- 
charged as # politica] Hability, The trainee 
i1 question is 2)-year-old Charles Kamen, 
who last Deceinber was ejected from a 


Miami Rotary Club meeting for laughing 
and applauding “in the wrong places” 
during the showing of an anti-Communist 
film made by the House Committee on un- 
American Activities. 


Mr, Kamen still has his FBI check to 
undergo before he becomes a fully-fledged 
member of the Peace Corps. 


NY? 


NATO? 


work of making West Germany the greatest 
Power in Europe. They state their un- 
willingness to negotiate. And thereby they 
ensure the continuation of the East Ger- 
man régime and the consolidation of Com- 
munism, 


Nothing more clearly shows the fallacy 
of militarism. It sets out to defend freedom 
and ends up bolstering totalitarianism, If 
we were seriously concerned for human free- 
dom we would be doing everything possible 
to bring down the governments of East and 
West which have come to resemblo cach 
other so frighteningly in their authorita- 
rianism and their willingness to gamble 
with the lives of everyone. 


* 


We believe that this means that the most 
important act one can take is to work for 
massive resistance at home. In this way 
the Government is challenged seriously and 
is that much less able to act as a threat to 
other nations and a deterrent to social 
change there. 


The immediate alternative to nuclear war 
over Berlin is negotiation, This is obvious 
to most people except Britain’s Foreign 
Secretary. What is difficult for far more 
people than Lord Home to grasp is what 
such negotiations must involve, In the first 
place, the Great Powers would undoub- 
tedly stabilise the situation of Berlin and 
the two Germanies. The price of negotia- 
tion would include the consolidation of 
Fast Germany. 


Those who renounce weapons of mass 
destruction have a second consideration to 
confront. Any settlement in Central Europe 
would have to be guaranteed by the Great 
Powers---and it would be enforced by the 
threat of their nuclear weapons. 


* 


Tt is impossible to support such an agree- 
ment—the Rapacki Plan for a nuclear-free 
central Europe, for example—without 
having to accept the means by which it is 
to be enforced. “Negotiations” are no 
simple answer; in fact, they mean threat 
and bluff Real negotiations cannot he 
conducted in the middle of an arms race. 


We believe that the best we can do in a 
desperate situation is to make the radical 
demand of unilateral disarmament of our 
own Government. To ask for negotiations 
is ta have the request “ accepted "--and 
permanently ignored. But if seriously 
challenged in its nuclear enterprises tha 
Government could be forced to respond. 


Furl Russell — page eight 
CND statement — page eight 
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JERMS: Cash with order, 3d. per word, min 
2s 6d. (Box No Is. extra), Please don't send stamps 
in payment, except for odd pence. Address Box No 
replies: Peace News, 5 Caledonian Kd., London, NJ 
Please scnd advertisements by first post’ Monday 
/ MEETINGS 

MEETING ROOMS AVAILABLE at Peace News 
offices, sent) 10---40, very reasonable charges, re- 
freshinent facilities, piano. Apply Phe Wardeo, § 
Caledaniuu Had.. King’s Crow. London, N.1. 

NATURE CURE POR ACCIDENTS: Dr. Mar- 
wery Keay, Caxton Mall, 7.30 p.m. Monday, 
August 2), 2s, 6d. Loundon Natural Health Society. 
Thied Monday cach month, Details: BS Stoneleigh 
Road, Ilford, 

HOLIDAY ACCOMMODATION 

GRASMERE. Westmorlind Come to Rothay 
Rank, «a comfortable vegetarian Guest House in 
the heart of the lovely Lake District, for invigorat- 
ing holidays of for rest and selaxation, 20 years 


reputation for good fond in plenty.  Proprietress: 
Teabc! James. Nrochure on request 
KESWICK : Visit, the Lake District for your 


holiday this year Highfield Vegetarian Guest House, 
The Heads, offers beutiful scenery, wood food, 
comfort and friendly atmosphere. Tel 508 or 
write~Mr. and Mra Norman Luaby t 

WRLSH-SHKOPSHIRE border, 25 acres delightful 
riverside yrounds Peace with comfort Winifred 
and John Holland, Bryn Tanet Guest House, Llan- 
aantfra'd, Montgomeryshire. Brochure 

PERSONAL 

AFTER 30 years of misery T found the way to 
telieve catarth, . My method is the result of 
many years’ research, and it is most) successful. 
4d. stamp for details: S. R. Underwood (Peuce), 
176 Regent Court, Shefheld 6. 


ATTENTION ALSTAINERS Motor Insurance 
Company insuring abstainers only offer amazingly 
fow rates. Up to SO per cent N.C.B. Details from 
Temperance Brokers, local renresentatives in all 
areas. Morris Hunter (PN), 43° Victoria Avenue, 
Southend-on-Sea, basex. 

CARPET PIYTERS, cleaners and repairers. New 

Phone : TEM 2776 


carpets direct from wholesalers. 
day time or FOR 3480 nights. Thames Carpet Co., 
16 New Row, W.C.2. ; 
DUPLICATING, verbatim = shorthand, — typing 
(tapes. etc), (ranslating. Mabel Eyles, 10 Beacons- 
field Road. Loadon, N Ut. ENTerprise 3324 
PLOWER  PAINTING.—Fven without previous 
experience you can obtain profit and pleasure puint- 
ing paper designs. Endless demand, Details frec.— 
Popular Act Services (PN), Clun, Salop. ; ’ 
we YOU SHOP at a Co-op., please give this 
number when making your next purchase : 1536943 
Your dividend will then be gratefully received by 
the Secretary, Peace News, § Caledonian Rd, 
London, NI ; 
MEET INPERESTING PEOPLID through infornal 


hospitality of the Marriage Club, Noth Tondon 
and cowry members inviled. Mrs. Prae White, 
4 Padiament (ill, London, N.W.3, 


WEDNESDAY EVENING WORK PARTIES at 
Peace News Office, everyone welcome, free-for-all 
discuavion. 5 Caledonian Rd., King's Cross, London.. 

WAR RESISTERS INTERNATIONAL = welcomes 
ifth of foreign stamps. Please send to WRI, 48 
atk Ave.. Enfield. Middlesex 

THE WORLD LEAGUE AGAINST VIVISEC- 
TION and for the protection of unimals, opposes 
all crucky and violence. Details from 5 North 


View S W.19 ; 
WORLD-WIDE correspondence to exchange poli- 
tical views/stamps, Write > A. Peachey, P.O. Box 
14, London, N.W.2 
LITERATURE ‘ 
BOOKS | BOOKS | HOOKS !—Lista free on appli- 
eatlon to Bannister's, 4 Warwick Street, Worthing. 
CONTACT—a South African Liberal fortnightly 
with inside news of the struggle against apartheid 
nd colonialism. 6 months 8s. 9d., 12 months 17s. 
ox 1979, Cupe Lown, South Africa. 
FREE INTROWUCTION Send us the names 
and addresses of fricnds likely to he interested in 
Peace News They will receive complimentary copies 
aod an invitation to take eight weeks’ trial sub- 
weriplion for Ja, 6d. Pence News, 5 Caledonian 
Road, King's Crow, Condon, NU. P 
LIBRARIES bought: politics, economics, warld 
affairs. REV, 6807, The Hammersmith Bookshop, 


Woo 
LIBERTE," the French pacifist a 168 
a year post free from Housmans Bookshop, 5 
Caledonian Road, King's Cross, London, N.1 
ORDER all your books from Housmans Book- 
hop. Profits on sales help Peace News. 5 Cale- 
donian Road, King’s Crosy, London, N.I 
QUAKERISM. Information and literature re- 
mecting the Paith and Practice of the Religious 
Wociely of Friends, free on application to Friends 
Home Service Cttee., Friends House, Ruston Rd, 


London, N.W.E. 
FOR SALE 


MOTOR OLS > Petrol, Diesel, all grades. Whole- 
wale from 5 gallons. Snewin, 20 York Road, 
Worthing. — . 

SILVER PLATED matching Tea Pot, Cream Jug, 
Sugar Bowl and Kettle (EPNS), good condition, £5 
or offer, All proceeds to Peace News. Ethel Gellen 
(SPHedwetl 1783), 54 Litchfield Way, London, 
WW. It 


PPRSONAL & COMMERCIAL STATIONERY : 
Manilis envelopes, @” x 34", Its. 1,000 box; 9 x 


AY, Vas. Gd, 500) Dox, White envelopes, 6" x ay ‘ 
17s. Gd 1,000) box Many ather nizes/ styles avail- 
able, Plain postcards 24. 3d, 100; quarto ' Mcko 


§00 sheets. Hurley Bond Writing 
Postage extra, specia) guota- 
lions for larger quantities. All ese to Peace News 
Write or cafl fousmans, 5 Caledonian Road, King’s 
Cross, London, Na. (PERmisus 8248.) 
SITUATIONS VACANT 
NEWS OFFICE requires young person 
duties —telephone, post addressing 
assist Hlotismans Bookshop, etc. 
Please apply ia writing ta the 
(aan Rd, London, 


copy paper, ba. 


Hada from 8d. each. 


PRACH V 
far general Office 
machine, packing, 
Nuit school teaver. 
Manayer, Peace News, 5 Ca 


NUL, 
ee SITUATIONS WANTED 


YOUNG SOCTALIST, 25, tired of industrial rat 
face, aceks post compatible with principles. Quali- 
ficntian GCE A Sevel: decp interests, world affairs. 
‘avial acienves, fine arty. Writer, Rox No, 493 
eee 


“J renounce war and | will never 
support or sanction another ” 


This pledge, signed by each member, Is 

the basis of the Peace Pledge Union. 

Send YOUR pledge to PPU Headquarters 
DICK SHEPPARD HOUSE 

& Endsleigh Streat ienmden, W.C.1 


AN AFRICAN MAJORITY IN 
NYASALAND’S PARLIAMENT 


NYASALAND has been having a 

General Election this — week. 
Readers will know the results by the 
time these words appear in print, but, 
though 'm no magician, | know them 
already, three days before the people 
vole. The Malawi Party and Dr. 
Kamuzu Banda (we will drop “ Hast- 
ings.” his British name) have won all 
20 seuts on the lower roll; they have a 
majority among the 33 members of the 
Legislature; and they have — three 
Ministers in the Executive. Dr. Banda 
is “* Leader of Government Business ” 
or “ Chief Minister,” or whatever term 
is used to hide the fact that he is really 
Prime Minister. 


Readers can be more certain than T am 
about the Members clected on the Upper 
Roll. Whilst the Lower Roll of 110,000 
(mostly African) elects 20 Members, the 
Upper Roll of 4,000 (mostly Asian and 
European) elects eight. Dr. Banda has fol- 
lowed Julius Nyerere’s tactic in Tanganyika 
of finding Asian and European candidates 
who support the African programme, ‘The 
Malawi Party itself nominated one African 
and one Coloured candidate for Upper Roll 
seats; in the other seats, it backed six 
Europeans. ‘They included a Scottish mis- 
sionary, a missionary’s wife, and an unusual 
army major who is married to an African 
woman, 


¥ 


The main European political force in 
Nyasaland, as in the Rhodesias, is the 
United Federal Party. It somehow found 
Africans to contest the Lower Roll seats 
and nominated seven Blimpish Europeans 
and one Asian for the Upper Roll consti- 
tuencies. Vhere is a third Party calling 
themselves the Christian Liberationists who 
fear a Banda dictatorship. 1 do not expect 
them to win any seats. 


the Asian population will have a large 
share in determining the results in the 
Upper Roll contests. [ think Asians will 
have voted heavily for the Malawi-backed 
candidates. They remember that it was Dr. 
Banda who gained recognition of Gujerati 
as an official Janguage in Nyasaland, and 
they resent the prejudicia} franchise regu- 
lations and the immigration restrictions 


By FENNER BROCKWAY, MP 


Chairman of Che 


Hovement for Colonial Freedom 


which the UEP whilst in) power imposed 
against Asians, 

Just before the voting took place Sir Roy 
Welensky, the Prime Minister of the dis- 
credited Federation of the Rhodesias and 
Nyasaland, visited Nyasaland hoping that 
he would find an excuse to ask the British 
Government to postpone the election. He 
tried to get evidence of intimidation, and 
many of his supporters hoped that his 
presence would lead Africans to engage in 
violence, Sir Glyn Jones, the British 
Governor, remarked after the visit that 
everywhere Sir Roy had gone had been 
peaceful, and the evidence of intimidation, 
by no means restricted to one side (planta- 
tion managers have the livelihood of 
workers in their hands), was not sufficient 
to Jead the Federal Prime Minister, after 
second thoughts on the subject, to make 
representation to London. 


Sir Roy also seems to have failed to 
influence the Asian voters. When the UFP 
asked the Asian community to meet him in 
Blantyre, the Nyasaland Asian Convention 
announced a meeling at the same time to 
be addressed by Dr. Banda. ‘The Asian 
audience was delighted by Dr. Banda’s 
assurance that he aimed {o build a Malawi 


State “where neither colour nor creed 
counts, and people are just people.” 
I have written at some length about 


because 


Nyasaland this election will be 
decisive for “ British ” Central Africa. The 
fact of an African majority in the Nyasa- 
land Parliament will make the African 
poputions of the Rhodesias more dissatis- 
fied than ever with their status of political 
inferiority. Dr, Banda’s triumph ought to 
make Sir Roy Welensky, Sir Edgar White- 
head, and Mr. John Roberts realise that 
their game is up. It will prove impossible 
to have an African majority in one part of 
the Federation and to deny it in others. 

Joshua Nkomo has come to London to 
appeal for a reconsideration of the Southern 
Rhodesian constitution before disastrous 
conflict develops. He gave these contrast- 
ing figures in the referenda organised by 
the Government and by the Africans for 
and against the Constitution: 
Official Referendum: 

For, 41,940; against, 21,826 
African Referendum: 

For, 584; against, 467,189. 
Less than 1,000 Africans were entitled to 
vote in the official referendum. 
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Friday, August 18 

BRISTOL + 7.15 to 9.18 pam, 20 Glenwood Rd., 


Henleuze. Anticipated vielt National Chairman : 
Trefar Rendall Davies. PPU. 

YORK; 7.30 p.m. Empire Theatre, “ Action 
Againnt Polaris—Negollation, Not War‘ John 


ihaine, John Arden, Ralph Schoeninan, Pat Arrow- 
smith and Jahan Ray. Committee of 100 
Saturday, August 9 
YORK s 2.30 pom, King's Square. CN) Open- 
Air Meeting. Speaker: Ralph Schoenman. 
Sunday, August 20 
LONDON, S.W.ts 345 pm. Air St 
Swan and Edgar), Fiecadily. Poster Parade 
minster 


(behind 
West- 


Monday, August 2! 
BIRMINGHAM 1 & pom. 221 Vicataga Rd, Kings 
Heath Mtg. of Kings Heath & Cotteridge PPU. 
LONDON, W.C.11 6.30 p.m. 6 Enidsteivh Se. 
"Current: Events." Stuart orrts. | Refreshments 
6pm. PPU 
Tuenday, August 22 
LONDON, N.W.1t 7 opm. Friends Ho.. Ruston 
Rd. Four Tuesday sessians on Sept, demonstrations. 
1, The Role of Non-Violence subject intro. by 
Atan Lovell. Four sessions full cost 5s. or be. 6d, 
at door ¢ach evening. Committee of 100 
Thursday, August 24 
LONDON, Ell: 8 pom. Friends Mtg Ho. Bush 
Rd., Leytonstone, Dorrie and fill Gotch: 
© Coloured Slides of Ttaly und Switzerland.” F.10 


and Bo PPU 
Tuesday, August 29 
LONDON, N.W.E: 7 pom. Friends Ho., Euston 
Rd * Coping with Oneself and the Authorities.” 
CDristopher Farley on non-eo-operauen, with some 
problems anal examples for September. Conimittec 
of }Ws, 


Tuesday, September § 

LONDON, N.W.Ei 7 pom. Friends Ho., Fuston 
Rd Communications and marshalling, Problems 
of marshalling non-violent demonstrations. Mrs. 
Denny and Ernest Rodker, Committee of 100. 

‘Tnesday. September 12 

LONDON, N.W.1: 7 pom. Friends Slo., 
td “The September Demonstrations ”’ : 
Schoenman and Geo. Clark. 
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Every week! 


SATURDAYS 
LONDON, W.IL: Golborne Rd, aff Portobe)l. 
Market, north end Peace Bookatall in| Market 
1@ am-5 pm Helpers for two-hour shifts ai 
aceded Apply to the Secretary, BAY 2086 o 
Organiser, FLA 7906 Porchester PPU 


SUNDAYS 
LONDON, N.W.3i Whitestone Pond, Hampstead 
ficath. CNID Open Air Migs. at 2.30. ee 
GLASGOW: Queen's Park Gates, Victoria 
PPU Opto air meeting. Hvery Sunday at & pam. 
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS 


LONDON: 72 Oakley Sq, NW.) 
work campy fake place whenever possible. 
BUS 3195 
munity. PVS 


Eusion 
f Ralph 
Committee of 100. 


Rd 


Weck-one 
‘phone 
Work for needy sections of the com 


THURSDAYS 
LONDON, £11; 3 pm Friends Mtg Ho, Busb 
Kd (wear Green Men). E10 and B11 Geoup PPU 
WEEKDAYS 
LONDON, W.C.2i The Crypt, St. Martin-in-the- 
Fields; ‘' World in Want’ Exhibition in sid of 


the Freedom from Hunger Campaign. Until the 
cud of September. 


Sie Telok etait Like chal ed La LE Te aC 


In Northern Rhodesia the Councils of 
both the Protestant and Catholic Churches, 
as well as the Council of Chiefs (usually 
Conservative) have urged that the constitu- 
tion should be re-adjusted. Only the re- 
achonaries among the Europeans support 
the constitution 


Mr, lain Macleod may prove to be as 
obstinate in the case of Northern Rhodesia 
as Mr. Duncan Sandys has been in 


Southern Rhodesia, Both will be respon- 
sible for the ill results, Neither Constitu- 
tion will last 

The clection in Nyasaland will have a 
second effect. Ht will destroy the present 
European-dominated Federation Nothing 
can now keep Nyasaland in the Federation, 
and without) Nyasaland the Federation 
ceases, 

What will follow? 1 hope that Nyasa- 
land will approach Julius Nyerere with the 
proposal that it should join the planned 
Federation for East Africa where majority 
African rule is assured In the 
Rhodesias the struggle for African majori- 
ies must come first. These attained, there 
is nO reason why the Rhodesias should not 
link up with East Africa. And why not 
Bechuanaland, Swaziland, Basutoland ? 

Then we should have a new great African 
Power, extending from the Nile to territory 
within the Union of South Africa, chal- 
lenging the Jast remnants of racial in- 
equality on the Continent, 


now 


Copyright in Africa and Asia reserved 
fo author 


Nigeria after 
independence 


A correspondent’s impressions 


AFTER six months in Nigeria one’s 

first impressions have hid time to 
sort themselves out. This means loss 
as well ds gain: no longer is everything 
seen with new eyes--the colour, heat 
and noise and the endless variety of 
any street scene come to be taken for 
granted. 

I arrived loo Jate for the Independence 
celebrations, but the mood of Independence 
~ justifiable pride, with a hint of aggres- 
siveness—still persists. The first time I 
went on tour I was greeted by a college 
principal with a courteons “Welcome to 
independent Nigeria.” 

“Welcome” is the invariable greeting, 
even if one has only been away a few 
minutes, and a very pleasant greeting it is, 
especially as it is usually accompanied by a 
flashing smile. A neighbour of mine found 
two small girls robbing his mango tree, and 
when he went to ask them to leave some 
fruit for him, they turned round with an 
unabashed and smiling ‘ Welcome ! ”’ 

The sense of spontaneous friendliness is 
one of my first impressions which has per- 
sisted, Occasionally, very occasionally, one 
finds traces of suspicion, as when T failed 
to Convince a student that the educational 
efforts of my countrymen Were being 
offered without strings, and were not a 
cunning method of reimposing colonialism 

Relations between Nigerians and Buro- 
peans, then, are good on the whole. 1 
have seen a few examples of rudeness on 
the part of Europeans -usually, but not 
always, Englishwomen in shops. The worst 
was in fact a man, who called for his news- 
paper at a hotel bookstall, berated the girl 
for not having it, knocked over a pile of 
niagazines and stumped off, toudly talking 
about “the moron of a girl.” 

Some of the older hands among the 
British find it difficult to adjust themselves 
to Independence, 1 know one who. on 
leaving his office, calls 4 messenger and 
points to the files, weighing perhaps a 
pound, which he intends to take home. The 
messenger carries them to the car, the 
Englishman follows empty-handed, and the 
Whole absurd procedure is repeated in re- 
verse the next morning 

I find it depressing to see Nigerians in 
responsible positions adopting the same 
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South African employees at the Rand Refinery, Germiston, trundle trucks of bullion past a White armed guard. 


THE ANATOMY OF APARTHEID 


“TIE Anatomy of Apartheid” is the title of an exhibition in the Marquee, Europeans may vote in South African elec- 
the basement of the Academy Cinema in Oxford Street, London, where 
the film Let My People Go ” is being shown. 


To Miles Tomalin, who wrote the script 
for the exhibition, we are indebted for the 
following reminders. 


(he people of South Africa are 11,000,000 
Africans, 3,000,000) Europeans, 1,500,000 
* coloured” people of mixed descent, and 
500,000 Asians. The Group Areas Act of 
1980 compels these groups to live in separ- 
ated and clearly defined areas. Vhe best 
districts and land are owned and tenanted 
by Furopeans. Africans may Jive primi- 
uvely in the infertile areas not wanted by 
Europeans: town workers are allowed to 
live in urban ghettos. Most Asian families 
are poor, those having had land or busi- 
nesses facing dispossession without compen- 
sation, “Coloured” families previously of 
European environment are now being segre- 
gated and downgraded. 

Of all the Africans in Johannesburg, 70 
per cent live below the subsistence level. 
Dr, Verwoerd, the Prime Minister, has said: 
“There is no room for the native in Euro- 
pean society above the level of certain 
forms of labour.” 

Only SS per cent of all African children 
live to be older than 6. Infant mortality 
in South Africa is 300 per 1,000 live births 
(in Britain in [960 it was 22 per 1.000). 
The state spends annually about £80) per 
head on compulsory and free education for 
European children to the age of 16. Labour 
training forms the chief part of the educa- 
tion of the non-European children. The 
Bantu Education Act of 1953 enabled the 


JOVEN those who de 

4 not profess any 
particular interest in 
cricket nist have felt 
something of the excite- 
ment and the — dis- 
appointment induced 
by the varying fortunes 
of the fourth Test 
Match. ‘Though Aw- 
tralia retuings the Ashes, whatever may 
be the result of the fifth Test at the 
Oval, everyone will be hoping for ane 
other caciting game. How imany indivi- 
dual batsmen will get the elusive cen- 
tury? Will either side score 500 in an 


innings ? 


PI 


I have been hoping for some weeks 
now to be able to say that the total of 
the Pence Pledge Union's Headquarters 
Fund bad reached £500. In spite, how- 
ever, of two very generous contributions 
we have only got to £494. 


Even at C500 we will not have reached 
the half-way mark though two-thirds al 
the year iy neurly behind us. Perhaps 


ee Sav Paes gd 


THAT ELUSIVE 500 


Government to reoerganise mission schools 
on apartheid lines. ‘The state spends fess 
than €3 per head annually on the education 
of African children, which is not free nor 
compulsory. All non-Europeans are ex- 
chided from the established Universities. 

Ne male African of 16 or over may leave 
a nalive reserve without carrying 4 pass. 
To get it he must sign a contract to work 
on a farm, in a mine, or in the towns. He 
must carry the pass at all times. Caught 
without it, he is liable to a summary fine 
or imprisonment. A new law, soon to be 
implemented, will extend the pass system 
to women. Every day an average of 1,000 
Africans appear before the courts on pass 
offences. South African law forbids Afri- 
cans to be classed as skilled workers. 

Africans are not defined as employees 
under industrial legislation. They are pre- 
vented by law from acceptance as members 
of registered Trade Unions. Since 1956 
other non-Europeans in Trade Unions must 
enrol in special branches of their own. It 
is illegal for an African to take part in a 
SMrike, “The maximum penalty for striking 
is £500 per man, or three years’ imprison- 
ment, or both. 


Since 1890 the African miner’s average 
monthly wage has risen from £3 4s. to 
£3 8s. In 1989 the average total monthly 
wage of an African farm working family of 
six, in cash and kind, was £9, 

Only Europeans may be elected to the 
House of Assembly or Parliament. Only 


holiday time is not the best for appeal- 
ing for money? Of is it? Perhaps 
gratitude for a happy holiday or the 
quieter time for reflection or the thought 
that you are glad that the pacifist witness 
goes on all the tine will prompt a gift 
for PPU HQ Fund. 


Ht is certainly true that the need for 
the pacifist message is urgent, Not an 
appeal to fear or panic or to the reliance 
on a deterrent or even on negotiations 
from strength, but the positive ussertion 
that there must not be a war over Berlin 
or any other cause of conflict; that nego- 
tintion must be allowed fo succeed and 
that we still have a responsible part to 
play by renouncing all war of every 
kind, 


If you believe that, we aught te be well 
past the £500 mark by the next time | 


write, 
STUART MORRIS, 


General Secretary. 
Amount received ta date ; £494. 
Our aim ter 1961 5 £1,750, 


Donations to the Peave Pledge Union, which are uscd for the work of the 
PPU. should be seat marked ° Headquarters Purtd,” to the PPU Treasurer at 
Diek Sheppard House, Endsleigh St. London, WoC2. 


tions, Formerly a few seats were held by 
Europeans representing non-Furopean  in- 
terests, These have been abolished. A 


“statutory communist” is anyone whon 
the Minister of Justice personally declares 
10 be one. Offenders are punishable with 
five years’ jail, and are banned from organ- 
ations and public gatherings. Punish- 
ments for those convicted of civil disahedi- 
ence or is incitement are five years’ im- 
Prisonment, £500 fine, and flogging. South 
African police carry sub-machine guns. At 
least 80 Saracen armoured cars have been 
made in Britain and sald ta the South 
African Government. 


When 
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Who stole the 
show from 


CND? 


From NORMAN FORO 


] AST yeur the Stroud (Gloucestershire) 
4 branch of the Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament entered a tableau in the 
carnival pravession of the Strotid Show, 
and was awarded second prize. “Thus 
encouraged, We entered again this year, but 
on the day belure the Show we were 
jaformed that we would not be atlawed 
fe center the procession or the Show 
grauad, as our doat (unseen by the Shaw 
Comuiltec) was considered not in keep. 
ing with the spit af the Show.” 

announeed that we would tur 
the town anyway. one lorry was te-allo- 
cated tou Girl Guides’ uit, without 
relerenee to its owner, and the driver was 
told that the police would take action it 
he attempted our tour 


Tableau 

The tableau consisted of a0 sword inscribed 
“nuclear war" suspended aver a group 
of children of various nationalities in ane 
half, and scenes of war devastation, ex- 
cellently done by artist supporters, in the 
other. 

Atier a successful circuit of the town we 
distributed leaflets, in spite of the 
attempts of a Show official to persuade 
the police to stop us. 

Even more recently, an 
our) Hiroshima Day 
accepted by the local paper, and then 
failed ta appear. ‘The only explanation 
piven was that it had been exchided by 
“a Board of Directors’ decision.” 

Thus it seems that we have freedom of 
eXplession as long as we don’t say any- 
thing “they” wouldn't want. We won- 
der, too, whether other CNP) branches 
have had similar experiences 


We 


advertisement of 
programme was 


To Learn again the 


ABC 


LGERIA 


Over two millon Algerians 
175,000 children under 
a day. 


THEY PLEAD, 


IZERTA 


Our task is not to judge the political tangle. 


sides plead for help. 


of Love in Giving 


locked away in) Regroupment Camps 
12 have diced. 

To maintain health at least 1,600 calories are 
might have been our children there. 


WE 


Foad allowance only 600 calories 
required. It 


CAN RUSH YOUR AID 


Wounded folk of bath 


Thousands of refugees have fled from terror. 


Tunisian Red Crescent (equivalent to Red Cross) helps all in need... 


aus you saw on TY, 
job. 


Gon 


In barren lands £30,000 refugees from Angola shelter. 
have shared the little they have 


six months. 


THEY 


On slender budget they have done a tremendous 
Money for equipment, drige and food required. 


THEY PLEAD, WE 


CAN RUSH YOUR AID 


The local folk 
We have guaranteed five doctors for 


Needs for clinics, drugs and food is degperate. 
PLEAD, WE 


CAN RUSH YOUR AID 


Your gift, large or smail, can be on its way, 
without deduction, in a few hours 


Please send quickly to Hon. Treasurer, 
RT. HON. JAMES GRIFFITHS, MP 
Mark your gift A, B, or C 


WAR ON WANT 


9, Madeley Road, Ealing, W.5, 


We obtain good prices for jewellery 
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PAT ARROWSMITH examines the background to the 


PRICES VRB perl oS CREE 


by Smethwick Council tenants in protest against a Pakistani family 
being moved into their block of flats. 


WALKING down the dwelling- 

packed streets of central Smeth- 
wick I was reminded on an American 
ghost-town. Shoddy shops selling odd- 


ments among disintegrating houses 
with broken window-panes, and 
occasionally an announcement that 


here was another home scheduled for 
official destruction. 


Other streets are lined with factories and 
foundries, Por Smethwick is not a ghost 
town but a boom town; a town where at 
the moment the motor car industry flour- 
ishes and there are jobs for all comers, 
whatever their colour or creed. But because 
it ia. a boom town, and because it is hemmed 
in by West Bromwich on one side and 
Birmingham city on the other, it is a 
densely populated, overcrowded area. 
Demolished housing is being replaced by 
large blocks of flats built on the cleared 
sites. 

Smethwick is a racial kaleidoscope — Its 
90,000 population includes a high percentage 
of Sikhs from the Punjab. There are also 
numerous Pakistanis, a certain number of 
West Indians, and a few Arabs from Aden. 
To refer Joosely to all these groups as “ The 
Coloured People” is to create the false im- 
pression that they comprise one community. 
They do not, Mr. Mohammed, focus of the 
Price Street tenants’ indignation, told me he 
had little to do with Indians living nearby. 
Asiatics and West Indians have separte 
social organisations, and within the West 
Indian group the Jamaicans and Barbadians 
are liable to be at loggerheads. Leadership 
within the Indian community has been 
debilitated by class and caste divisions, so 
that the educated immigrants have not taken 
ag much responsibility as they might have 
over hetping their poorer less educated com- 
patriots to fit into English society. 


Industry 


Coloured workers take the heavy, un- 
popular, less well paid jobs in industry. 
They are well integrated into the local 
Trade Unions, and are not seen as an 
economic threat by white workers. They 
could, however, all too easily become an 


industrial scapegoat if there were to be a 
slump in the car industry. 


It is over housing rather than job oppor- 
tunities that they arouse jealousy and 
hostility in this overcrowded town. At the 
moment coloured immigrants live mostly in 
the older poorer houses. There are a few 
multi-racial streets where coloured and 
white live side by side in unneighbourly 
neutrality, but the majority still occupy 
ghetto-like communities, abandoned by the 
whites in fear and distaste once they 
started to settle there. The average bed- 
aitter rent demanded by landlords, who may 
be white or may themselves be Indian, is 
£2 108. There is considerable exploitation 
of coloured immigrants. While a £200 
deposit on a house may be demanded of an 
Englishman, an {ndian may well be ex- 
pected to pay as much as £600. 


A frequent complaint about coloured 
immigrants is that not only do they aug- 
ment the already dense population, but in 
addition they live in unhygenically over- 
crowded conditions themselves. Large con- 
geries of Indian men certainly are often to 
be found inhabiting the same house, though 
some may only be staying for a night or 
two, and now that Indian women are 
coming over to settle these bachelor com- 
munities are beginning to break up. In 
fact, according to Geoffrey Ayre, Liaison 
Officer for the Commonwealth Welfare 
Council, only 42 houses occupied by coloured 
people in the whole of Smethwick are over- 
crowded in the legal sense. 


One of the chief fears is that the Indians 
will spread dirt and disease—and yet public 
bath attendants have complained about the 
inordinate amount of water used by Indians. 


Until a few weeks ago there had been 
little or no open racial antagonism in Smeth- 
wick, then two incidents occurred which, 
according to Kenneth Fielding, a local vicar, 
seem to have provided a catalyst for latent 
racial fear and hostility. The first was 
Sandwell Youth Club’s colour bar decision. 
Feelings generated by publicity given to 
this set the stage for the second incident, the 
Price Street tenants’ protest. 


Geoffrey Ayre thinks that the whole 
affair has been over-publicised and sensa- 
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Spies everywhere 


AWE Pentagon's new joint Defence Intel- 
ligence Agency is to have a staff of 
about 1,560, many of whom will be trans- 
ferred from the existing intelligence 
branches of the US army, navy, and air 
force. 


The new agency has nothing to do with 
the Central Intelligence Agency, and is not 
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telated to the proposed reorganisation of 
CIA, {ts job will be to bring about a 
greater unity of cffort in the intelligence 
activities of the various armed forces and 
to improve the overall capacity of the 
defence department in gathering, assessing, 
and distributing intelligence of military 
value, 


* 


The Lebanese Government has given per- 
mission for the War Resisters Inter- 
national Conference on the setting up of 
a World Peace Brigade to be held in 
Beirut. The Conference will take place 
from December 28—January ft in the 
Brummana (Quaker) High School. 


The first Negro to be appointed to the 
Federal district bench as a judge in the 
US is James Benton Parsons. He is to be 
judge for the northern district of THinois, 


“Iwo sides of the same coin” is how 
Adrian Fisher, a White House disarma- 
ment advisor described on August 6 
President Kennedy's (a) military build-up, 
and (b) continued pressure for disarma- 
ment talks. 


Vhe school board of Newport News, 
Virginia, on August 8 unanimously 
approved the applications of 14 Negro 
children to enter five previously aJl-White 
elementary schools next month. It will 
be the first school integration in Newport 
News. The applications of 12 other 
Negroes were turned down. 


tionally exaggerated, and that it has exacer- 
bated racial hostility, But it may transpire 
in the long run that the Price Street tenants 
have unwittingly helped to promote a 
racially harmonious community. Serious 
efforts are now being made by a number of 
groups to prevent further similar incidents 
occuring. 

Fortunately these efforts can be based on 
a background of valuable previous experi- 
mentation in race relations. In one Smeth- 
wick factory, for instance, the management 
took a short university course in Indian 
customs before introducing immigrant 
workers into their plant. Foremen and 
workers were then briefed about the habits 
and background of their future workmates, 
who, when they arrived, were greeted with 
friendly interest and understanding. 


Education 


West Indians can receive advice from a 
special Police Liaison Officer, and a social 
club where they can learn about English 
customs has been set up for them at the 
police station Most important of all pro- 
bably is the evening institute started three 
or four years ago by the local education 
committee, and run by a warm hearted, 
imaginative Welshman, Mr. Jones, himself 
an immigrant. Here Indians of all ages can 
learn both English and about English 
customs. Till now adult pupils have all 
been men, but plans are laid for teaching 
Indian women as well, 


It is hard to tell how far these experi- 
ments signify a general desire for racial 
harmony in the area. Ken Bunch, of the 
Sandwell Youth Club, assured me that most 
people would like to be rid of coloured 
immigrants. Two thousand eight hundred 
signatures were collected in one night, he 
said, for a petition in support of the colour 
bar at Sandwell Youth Club. Several hun- 
dred of the Price Street tenants signed the 
rent refusal declaration, only a few of those 
approached apparently having refused to do 
so. But both the Labour majority and the 
Conservatives on the Council combined in 
opposition to the tenants, and all the liberal 
community leaders | met felt certain that 
feeling among the tenants had been artifi- 
cially fomented by the local branch of the 
Immigrant Control Association, a nationalist 
organisation with a near-Fascist extreme 
wing. 


Ambivalence 


Probably the majority in Smethwick are 
ambivalent about coloured immigrants. 
Even Mr. and Mrs. Butler, the 
Mohammeds’ future neighbours and organ- 
isers of the Price Street protest, seemed 
ambivalent. They were most emphatic that 
the “rent strike” was not motivated by 
colour prejudice but by concern over the 
insanitary habits of immigrants. Yet despite 
their anxiety over Indians spreading disease 
and starting brawls they seemed quite proud 
of the fact that their son had an Indian 
school friend who was “always immacu- 
lately dressed.” When they learnt that the 
Mohammeds were “ nice clean people” they 
decided to accept them. They had ex- 
changed neighbourly grectings with them 
when they visited their future home a few 
days previously, “though mind you,” Mrs. 
Butler assured me, “we shan’t go out of 
our way to be friendly.” 


Till now there has been little social con- 
tact between coloured immigrants and the 
English population of Smethwick, though 
according to Mr. Jones the Sikhs would 
welcome closer relations. But during the 
past week or two local councillors and 
clergy have been bending their minds to 
ways and means of preventing further racial 
incidents when more coloured people are 
re-housed. 

A multi-racial co-ordinating committee of 
civic and religious leaders is being formed 
with the support of the Mayor. Its chief 
aim will be mutual education and fostering 
greater understanding between the races. 
As yet its actual programme is not pre- 


cisely defined. Last Saturday the new Asian 
Club, set up by the Cingalese curate of St. 
Albans, held its inaugural meeting, It too 
will be multi-racial, It will have a partly 
social partly educational programme, and 
Mr. Wilkinson, the Vicar, told me that he 
hoped the club would in due course pro- 
duce a group of Indians who would 
approach and “ educate” their immigrant 
compatriots in English mores, 


Particularly interesting was a meeting I 
attended which was specially called in order 
to allay pceople’s fears about coloured 
immigrants and their habits. It was organ- 
ised by a local vicar whose parish consists 
of a new estate where coloured immigrants 
will soon be rehoused. Although it was a 
wet night and the meeting bad been adver- 
tised only on the Church notice board 55 
people of all ages attended. They were, I 
was told, a fair cross section of the com- 
munity. After introductory speeches there 
was a long period of questioning and dis- 
cussion which enabled people to air their 
fears, share their anxieties, and achieve 
greater understanding of their future 
coloured neighbours. The meeting ended 
with a positive plan by members of the 
audience to pay an official visit to the new 
local Sikh temple, 


The initiative at Price Street came from 
three or four housewives who, when they 
learnt that a Pakistani family was coming 
into their block of flats, organised a tenants’ 
committee to protest against this intrusion. 
A deputation was sent to call on the local 
councillors, but, according to its leader, 
Mrs, Butler, was fobbed off and never 
granted an interview. Two or three general 
tenants’ protest meetings were then held, 
one of them addressed by a sympathetic 
local councillor, 


Spontaneity 


Vhe decision to withhold rent as a pro- 
test was apparently arrived at spontane- 
ously. A rent refusal declaration was taken 
round the flats by eight women and was 
signed by several hundred people, Accord- 
ing to Geoffrey Ayre the initial decision was 
to refuse rent until victory was won. Mrs. 
Butler, however, denied that there was ever 
any intention of making more than a token 
one weck’s protest. In fact, the majority of 
those who signed the declaration broke 
their word and surreptitiously posted in 
their rent to the housing authority, The 
Council decided to stand firm and send 
eviction notices to rent refusers. Sixty-five 
people withheld their rent for one week and 
received notices, then the campaign cal- 
lapsed. 


The tenants seemed to have gained one 
point anyway. The chairman of the housing 
committee has promised them that there will 
be no more coloured tenants in these flats 
for the next six months. 


[he Price Street rent strike is over, A 
tenants’ association has come inta existence 
which could in the future become a means 
of integrating new coloured tenants instead 
of trying to keep them out, Local cam- 
munity leaders have been warned, and now, 
as an indirect result of the Price Street pro- 
test, multi-racial organisations are being set 
up to attempt to improve race relations 
generally in the community. As Kenneth 
Fielding, Vicar of St. Stephens, said: 
“Things can never be the same in Smeth- 
wick,” The indications are that they will 
improve. 
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j' is more than five years since, John 
Osborne ‘kicked the British theatre 
into startled life with Louk Back Mm 
Anver. His angry rejection of the 
basic assumptions of our sociely was 
part of the social stirring of 1956 
the year of the Polish and Hun- 
garian uprisings, and of Sucz. The 
moment is worth recalling at a tine 
when Osborne’s latest play, Luther, 
has been given a reverent but am- 


Jimmy Porter and, in’ another context, 
Arthur Seaton of Saturday Night and 
Sunday Morning, “Luther himself is 
bigeer than any of his delinitions, as 
Arthur Seaton himself puts it, whatever 
you say he is he isn’t. And so the play 
has been variously described as autobto- 
graphical (Luther the Osborne of his 
day), psychological (Luther at war with 
the father figure), religious (Harold Hob- 
son half claimed it as a Christian docu- 
ment), political (a Marxist version of the 
Reformation) and, of course, no more 
than an imitation of Brecht’s Galileo. 


Osborne camel 


bizuous gritical reception ~ and when 
the word commitment has itself been 
largely quplied of aicuning ina 
book by a socialist intellectual, John 
Mander. 

Osborne is a committed playwright m the 
fullest sense of the word; that is to say, 
he is committed not fo an abstract idea 
hut ta a living response to social reality. 
Cliflord Odets in the 19305) caught 
sociatism as a fashionable disease, and 
tried to write plays iHlustrating — the 
symptoms. But the plays ulumately re- 
vealed only a lack of commitment. They 
were tableaux demonstrating — cliches 
“Workers of the world ! Our bones and 
our blood | "—-which failed to hide 
QOdets’ real genuflexion before the Amer- 
ican god of success. 

Osborne’s socialism, on the other hand, is 
not a creed that has fossilised into cliche, 
but a way of looking at reality that has 
been forged in his experience of our con- 
temporary post-Welfare State. Jt-is this 
which makes him a disturbing as well as 
an exciting presence. 

Luther, like Osborne’s earlier plays, pre- 
sents us with an outsize figure who re- 
fuses to be fitted into uny of the con- 
veniently labelled pigeon-holes. Like 


But Lather itself remains obstinately out- 
side the categories and larger than any 
of them fn the sume way, when one 
comes to the end of John Mander’s in- 
telligent analysis of Look Back In lager, 
the component parts expertly taken to 
Pieces, one can only say, “ Yes, but this 
isn't the play at all.” 


Such attempts at definitiod ignore the 
nature of Osborne’s real achievement in 
the theatre. What was original in Look 
Back in Anger, even more than the vigour 
of the language, was Osborne's way of 
looking at human beings and at society. 
The play is, in a sense, political, hut only 
hecatse it widens the conception of poli- 
tical necessity and takes it outside the 
areas of social tinkering and welfare pro- 
grammes until it; becomes an all-out 
assault on those elements in our society 
that are crippling the human spirit. 


Jimmy's references to the Bomb and the 
Establishment are not just an excuse for 
Osborne to pul across pre-conceived 
generalisations, ‘They are an essential 
part of the play's structure—when they 
were left out of the film the whole tex- 
ture was changed and Jimmy became 
simply 4a mooning romantic. For the 
point is that the personal relationship of 


Jimmy and Alison, the distorted relation- 
ship of two people trying to love, re- 
Veets the distorting influence of a corrupt 
society, of which’ tha Bomb is also a_te- 
flection. It is pointless to ask if. Book 
Back In -tager is a personal or a political 
play; Osborne sees politics in terms of 
human relationships. 

And it is equally pointless to ask if Luther 
is the political study of a rebel who failed 
to become a revolutionary; or the psycho- 
logical study of a man who destroyed the 
Pope to spite his father (and his belly). 
For Martin luther stands at the point 
where personal, political and religious 
issues become onc. ft is a measure of 
Osborne's achievement that he ts real- 
ised, at one and the same time, as a 
human being with a tortured mind and 
body, a courageously outspoken religious 
rebel, and a complacent political coward 
who sees with complete lack of human 
concer the massacre of the peasants 
whose revolution he has himself sparked 
off. 

Osborne presents this figure, not in a deve- 
loping narrative, but in a series of clear 
dramatic images: Luther crucified on the 
ground before the altar as he is received 


ALBERT HUNT 


ing, but hiding vertom behind his polish 

Osborne’s anger is at last beld in a tight 
intellectual control, Compare, for in- 
stance, the: opening scene in the monas- 
tery with the rock ‘n roll funeral in Pau 
Slickey, In Paul Slickey it) was as it 
Osborne felt he had to hammer the ob- 
scenity home with the image of Father 
Evilgreene intoning his parody of the 
litany between pulls of a cigarette, while 
the revellers racked in response, only the 
real mourners sitting silent and dry-cyed 
in the centre. The image was powerful. 
but at the same time brittle and self- 
conscious, as if Osborne were deliberately 
playing the enfanr terrible out to shock 
the listablishment 

In fagher, on the other hand, the irony is 
all the more savage in that it arises out 
of the basic truth of the situation. ‘There 
is No exaggeration; the abstract beauty of 
the plainsong is faithTully represented, 
but becomes easy and phoney when set 
against the crucified, tortured tigure of 
Luther lumself. (Osborne developed 3 
similar realism in his television play, A 


commitment 


into the monastery; at confession, 
struggling with his tormented soul; 
writhing with the agony of his bodily 
pain, a stinking, sweating animal; de- 
nouncing the sale of indulgences and the 
market in relics; taking his stand at the 
Diet of Worms; shrugging off the un- 
pleasant reality of a dead peasant; crad- 
ling his son in the final bitterly ironic 
but astonishingly tender scene. And set 
against this massive, uncomfortable man 
are the images of Papal corruption; the 
beautifully intoned and phoney confes- 
sions, Tetzel, the ad-man, peddling sal- 
vation at a price, the effete Pope, hunt- 


Subject of Scandal and Concern, wher 
the documentary flatness of the presenta- 
tion generated a controlled rage that he 
has rarely equalled.) 

Again, in perhaps the most successful single 
moment of the play, Osborne communi- 
cates the excitement and then the tragedy 
of the peasants’ revolt by the direct use 
of Luther’s own hymn, El Feste Burg 
As Luther makes his stand at Worms, the 
hymn breaks out in staccato comment, 
and then swells into a revolutionary 
chant, sweeping round Luther in a tide 
which finally washes up the body of the 
dead peasant on his cart. In the one, 
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African leaders in profile—IV 


DR. 
HASTINGS 


BANDA 


2Y the time this article goes to press 

the elections in Nyasaland will be 
over. The Malawi Congress Party will 
have won an overwhelming victory and 
Dr. Hastings Kamuzu Banda, the 
President-General, who was returned 
unopposed on nomination day, will 
have entered a new phase of his long 
and varied cireer. 


Dr. Banda was born in 1905 and received 
his carly education in the Livingstonia 
Church of Scotland Mission. Today he re- 
mains an active leader in the Church of 
Seatland. At the age of 13 he left home 
and walked 1,000 miles through Portuguese 
Fast Africa and Southern Rhodesia to 
Johannesburg to get work in the mining 
compounds, 


On his way he worked in a hospital, and 
was fired with the ambition to become a 
doctor. With the encouragement of Ameri- 
can missionaries, he sailed to the United 
States, where he eventually became a 
graduate in arts, science and medicine. 
Later he added an Fidinburgh medical 
degree. 


fn London in 1952 and 1953 he helped 
to fead opposition to Federation, but when 
these efforts failed he accepted an invita- 
tion from Dr. Nkrumah to set up a medical 
practice in Ghana, where he remained until 
1958. ‘Throughout these years, African 
oppositian io the Fedgration had grown. 
Phe concept of ° partagrhip™ on which 


the Federation was based had become a 
synonym for racial discrimination. 


In 1958 he returned after 41 years of 
voluntary exile to become the President of 
the Nyasaland African Congress. His views 
were clear: “ Nyasaland must break away 
from the Federation--and the sooner the 
better for all races. [ am determined 
to bring this about, and [ do not care what 
! have to suffer in doing so, In the 
Nyasaland of the future Black and White 
must work together, and if the European 
does not like that, then he must go... . 
No one and nothing is going to stand in 
the way of achieving our independence. T 
want self-rule for Nyasaland by negatia- 
tion.” 


Dr. Banda’s speeches contributed to the 
mounting opposition to Federation, On 
March 3, 1959, a state of emergency was 
declared and Dr. Banda was among those 
arrested He was flown to a Southern 
Rhodesian detention camp. It was alleged 
that he was instrumental in a plot “to set 
the whole of Nyasaland on tire.” At illegal 
meetings, it was claimed, a plan had been 
drawn up for “R” Day. On this day 
communications would be sabotaged, the 
Governor and senior British officials would 
be assassinated By March 8 the African 
Congress had been outlawed, some 39 Afri- 
cans had been killed, and 249 detainees 
were in jail. 


At the end of March Mr. Justice Devlin 
was appointed Chairman of a Commission 
to enquire into the disturbances and in July 
the famous Devlin Report was published. 
ft had not found any plan for massacre and 
assassination—" we have rejected the evid- 
ence such as it ts.” Dr. Banda, it stated, 
would never have approved a policy of 
murder and would have intervened deci- 
sively if it was being considered. 


Rut the British Government refused to 
accept the implications of the Report and 
Jr. Banda remained in detention, Outside, 
Mr. Orton Chirwa, released after five 
tnonths in detention, was busy founding the 
new Malawi Congress Party to fill the 


political gap. Mr. Chirwa became its first 


President. 


Qn April | Dr. Banda was released and 
Mr. Chirwa handed over the leadership of 
the new Party, Unembittered by his prison 
experiences, Dr. Banda appealed for calm 
and repeated that “ Europeans and Asians 
in Nyasaland who are willing to live there 
as my friends and my neighbours have 
nothing to fear from me. I have no inten- 


{ion of chasing them away or of confiscat- 
ing their capital.” 


In August, 1960, this new “ prison 
graduate” played an important role in the 
Constitutional Conference the results of 
which were realised in this year’s elections 

an African majority in the Legistative 
Council for the first time. A great step 
forward has been taken. The next in Dr. 
Banda’s timetable ts secession from the 
Federation. Under his increasingly states- 
manlike Jeadership this may be just around 
the corner, 


KEITH LYE 


SOME SOCIAL. 


Regional 


JJEMOCRACY, unlike peace, has 

never been a dirty word. That has 
not saved it from becoming, like peace, 
a word which means all things to all 
men. And for that very reason we are 
in danger of losing as much of it as 
we have obtained. This article cannot 
uttempt to deal with all the threats to 
democracy which loom large in the 
modern world, but it will suggest one 
line of action which I believe can 
deepen the nature of democracy in this 
country. 

One of the easiest mistakes to make, ia 
a country where universal suffrage has not 
been attained, is to believe that the ideal 
of “One Man--One Vote” is synonymous 
with democracy. To the African struggling 
for independence against a reactionary 
White minority, as in Southern Rhodesia, it 
must often seem that, once the principle of 
One Man--One Vote has been reached, 
democracy will be a reality, Even so must 
our ancestors have thought as they bated 
for political equality in Britain. 

Now we have One Man--One Vote; but 
have we democracy? It is clear that, 
though universal suffrage is a necessary 
condition for democracy, the essence of 
democracy itself goes further, Democracy is 
essentially participation. Ht is not enough 
to gtve people a vote. Ways and means 
must be found whereby they can, and will, 
participate in the conduct of affairs. 

Lincoln’s widely accepted epigram to the 
effect that democracy is government of, by, 
and for the people is scldom considered in 
its entirety. Its underlying assumption 
about the nature of man is a far-reaching 
one. Jt assumes that man is a_ political 
animal in two ways: that lie needs to exer- 
cise political power in order to achieve full 
manhood, and that society requires his 
exercise of that power if it is to develop 
into a real community. 

fo deal with the second point first: it 
is increasingly clear that our social life is 
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STARTS A NEW MONTHLY COLUMN ON THE THEATRE 


Organised image, Osborne pins down the 
essence of the Protestant Reformation 
with ots ot freedom hardening 
IMO a New established dogma 


prontise 


John Osborne has been criticised for not 
balancing against Luther a more con- 
vincing defence of the Church, And this 
brings me back to John Mander and his 
book on Tit Writhk AND COMMIDMENT. 
for Mander makes the same complaint 
about Look Rack dno steer, To 
succeed,” he writes, “the play must 
counterpoint Jinuny against contemporary 
English society; and this society must be 
realised on the stage ‘The failure to 
realise the minor characters means that 
We are left with Jimmy, unqualified and 
undefined. 


Mander Jluminates in this comment, not 
the failure of Osborne's play, but his own 
jailure ta make contact with a way of 
seeing that is outside his own terms of 
reference. Osborne is net choosing 
Partners for tennis making sure that the 
sides are carefully balanced and then 
totting up the score, fle is not interested 
in exercises in debating, but he is passion- 
ately concerned with human truth, and he 
is aware that the truth is alive and com- 
plex, not a siniple matter of weighing the 
pros and cons. 


Which is what 1 meant when [ described 
Osborne as committed. His commitment 
is not to a political dogma, but to his 
own vision of social reality, a vision that 
is not always palatable to those who look 
for simple solutions. Unlike the heroes 
of most of our fiberal problem plays 
Plays like Jnherip the Wind and Hot 
Sumner Night—Osborne’s central figures 
ave not basically likeable. But by the 
intensity of their awareness of our human 
predicament, they constantly lorce us to 
look again at our own attitudes and 
values, And this, it seems to me, is what 
committed theatre is ultimately about. 


Albert Finney as Martin Luther in John Osborne’s new play. 


Theatre, London, where it closes tomorrow (Saturday), 
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*Pather ” hus been cunning at the Royal Court 
Following two weeks al the Edinburgh Festival che play 


returns to London at the Phanix Uheatre on September 5, 
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IMPLICATIONS OF PACIFISM-- 


democracy and devolution 


degenerating, becutise the conduct of aflairs 
iS progressively delegated to political pro- 
fessionals and “experts.” Phe democratic 
Principle. of which One Man One Vote 
might be termed a mathematical expression, 
holds that cach individual. because he is 
unique, has an indispensable contribution 
to mathe to the life of the corporate whole. 


A common criticism of democracy ts that 
a professor of political ecanomy has ho 
more say in the election of government 
than a dustman with an IQ ol 92 _ the 
only democratic reply to this is that intel- 
ligence is not the only criterion of ability 
10 govern. ‘To put an extreme example one 
could argue that, from a democratic point 
of view, ineflicient government by a saintly 
dustman is preferable to efficient: tyranny 


under an evil genius, and that the saintly 
mathe 


dustmen have a contribation — to 

which the life of the community loses at 

ts peril. . 
‘the danper at present is thar we are be- 


mused by specialists, und — increasingly 
assume that government 1s best left to then. 
[hes government becomes more and more 
4 matter of specialised ability, and less and 
less oa matter of channelling. for the 
common good, the infinitely varied contn- 
butions of the individuals who make up 
society. Phe crux of the problem is: how 
can we most clectively arrange our struc- 
lures of government so that society pets the 
benefit, of aff its members’ talents 

Wut if the good society needs full par- 
Nerpation in goverament, equally men need 
Opportunity for participation. and for exer- 
cising power. “This must be hedged around 
with all the qualifications about exercising 
power responsibly, but the nub of the 
matter is there, ‘The slave, the serf. the 
dweller in a totalitarian state, the African 
in South Africa, is denied full humamity 
becnuse he is denied the right to exercise 
power. 

fet the right to exercise power is stil 
hot enough—men will only attain manhood 
if they do in face exercise power, A gond 


democratic government will seek to ensure 
that its citizens do not lose their democracy, 
and hence their humanity, by default. So 
with the carher question we must link this: 
Hlow can we most effectively arrange our 
structures of government so that aff men 
geet the maximum opportunity and entice- 
ment toa participate m= the conduct of their 
fairs 2 bt will be seen that the questions 
are essentially complementary, An answer 
to either goes far towards answering the 
other. 

Answers are certainly needed, for poli- 
tical apathy is undoubtedly waxing as many 
of those in authority become contempniaus 
of the “inasses,” and the individtal citizen 
increasingly despairs of being able to in- 
Nuenee the course of events, This has gone 
so far that niany people consider that work 
in local povernment ts futile Ata 


recent Village Labour Party meeting in 
which | took part if was decided nat to 
contest seats for the parish council, the 


the test  Phis is an inevitable consequence 
of the smil unit of which they are all a 
part 

Phere as also a greater sense of belong- 
migoaa sinal) units. For same years [ lived 
in Wandsworth, that monstrous Londen 
borough of which it is impossible te feel 
oneself a ceal and vital part. Others whe 
lived in the smaller boroughs Jike Stoke 
Newington had a much greater sense of 
belonging and berg important. The bie 
unit is essentially a machine, and the people 
in it cogs: the small unit is much more a 
body fall of living, indivichial cells. 

The price of our technological age may 
well be that we cannot devolve as much as 
we might wish towards small umits. loam 
unashamedly an opponent of the  neo- 
Gandhian ‘village eganomics ” schoal, und 
similarly cannot blahely advocate anything 
so naive in administration and government. 
But there is a halfway honse. This is to 
devolve power in Britain to a series of 


By FRED S. MOORHOUSE 


eXperionce of several ex-councitlors being 
that nothing really could be 
uchteved by the council, 


cHective 


At all Jevels of government there is a 
sense ol frustration because power is in- 
creasimely taken from the logal scence. The 
relatively Jarge-scale support for Plaid 


Cymru in Wales rest: not only on an affee 
tion for things Welsh: it is alse connected 
with the fechag. whieh one senses ins all 
parts of Hritain, that decisions are taken at 
Whitehall with Htthe or na real considera- 
tion for or knowledge of Toca) sentiment 
and tralition, 

This tend aimst be reversed. Democracy 
ooly becomes vital if it is operated in small 
units, Within the village unit there is, 
regardless of suffrage conditions, a real 
clement of democracy. The villape com- 
mMuniry cannot act without at feast some 
repard to all fits members, and no villager 
ean det without consideration af, if not far, 


repional parhiuneats within a federal siroe- 
tire fhe Swiss cantons are an actual 
exarple of what might be dene. tn Nor- 
Wily. t00, regional povertanent functions 
eliciently, If the reply os given that these 
are spatsely populated semi-rural nations, 
then Eoaust point to CGarmany, a coutry 
which is ia area aad population (and ta a 
great eXtent in ccononucs, 100) Very similar 
to Neitain, The Federal Lander in’ that 
conntry faunciions well, and loeal character 
istics tn provinces like Bavaria are heing 
better preserved than the characteristic 
quality of life in Western or Northern Eng. 
land is. tet alone the culture of Wales. 

In Britain severe) regions clearly stand 
MH us possihilities for such regional deve- 
Wition Last Anglia (vith a “capital” at 
Norwich 7). Wessex, Wales. Seoitand 
Northem Enghind (ie., Cumberland, West- 
monand, Durham aod Nerthurnbertand) 
ure all pood examples the specific powers 


to be devolved to these regional parlia- 
meats Need mow thought than can be given 
moan atiicle of this length, but cducation 
and health are two immediate examples 
that spring to mind. “Che relationship of 
the regions toa the federal government also 
wilh eed study as will the powers that need 
devolving at the lower levels in order to 
Infuse Hew purpose and fife into every facal 
FOV 

If is fet ams purpose jo suggest a blue- 
print or ta claim that the devolution is 
simple. Phe aia burden of iny argument 
is to suggest (hat devolunan is desirable 
From thea on the tasks involved mint be 
tackled as they are met. tani fimly con- 
Vinced that no politiva steuctures are in- 
evituble and ordained by euher God or 
natural forces fF do ner subscribe to the 
Marvist ar Conservative view that man is 
in the grip of irresistible soctal forces which 
he can but temper, Social forces, 1 belivve, 
tte the praduer of men, and ay such can 
and will be changed by men who are deter- 
ianicd to change them, If devolution 9 
the roud to greater democracy and the 
fuller life, then it is desirable TF it us 
desirable, then it is possible, Tf it is 
possible and desirable, it is incumbent upon 
us to strive fae it, 

Pwo tinal words—ane of hope, ane of 
warning. [Tf anyone has been ted by this 
articles to fepard devolution as a worth- 
While cum, fet them not imaging i as a new 
neat “Chose who wish tu study the idea 
further will find food for thought ard hape 
it Prof, Robert BL Dickinsan'’s Cyry, 
Renton ann Reaioxaniss,  Thase who 
imagine if is only fit for the thaughts of 
Welsh or Scottish Nationalists might tien 
up the forgotten works af GED. FE Cale 
and the Croild Socialists of the 1920s, whea 
the Lahour Party abmast committed itself ta 
this courses <i could vet dase 


Aud the warning: da not imagines thas 
devolution ds a gnarattes of dumatracy 
We have ooe develvedd Government in 
Hritain the Stormont Parliament — of 
Northern Treland, and few will praise iti 
demacraey, “The core af my thesis is that, 
like the prineipte of universal equal 
suffrage, devolution is a pierequisite of 
democracy. After that, it is uy io the 
citizens to make ip work 
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